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in our eyes than multitudes of men and women
whose names will never be known outside their own
little parish, or even their family circles. And then
I ask myself, how far the estimate thus formed corre-
sponds to the real value of the services performed.
I think that I can speak most easily by deserting
the line of abstract argument, and endeavouring to
draw a portrait or two, which you need not assume
to correspond too closely to particular facts. I mean
to suggest reflections which will really apply in many
representative cases, and to refer to typical instances
of general truths. I will first mention one such case
which happened to strike me forcibly at the time,
and which no one here, I am quite certain, will be
able to identify. Long years ago I knew a young
man at college; he was so far from being intel-
lectually eminent that he had great difficulty in
passing his examinations; he died from the effects of
an accident within a very short time after leaving
the university, and hardly any one would now
remember his name. He had not the smallest
impression that there was anything remarkable about
himself, and looked up to his teachers and his more
brilliant companions with a loyal admiration which
would have made him wonder that they should ever
take notice of him. And yet I often thought then,
and I believe., in looking back, that I thought